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POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


A BeEnaREs correspondent of the Kavi Bachan Sudhd of the 
11th August censures the local municipality for their neglect 
of the cleanliness of the city. The lanes are allowed to remain 
offensively filthy and foul, and emit deadly effluvia, to the great 
annoyance of the neighbourhood. 


Another point which the writer thinks it worth while to 
notice is, that the Municipal Commissioners there are not held 
in the slightest esteem. He contrasts this state of things with 
what he has seen at Calcutta, where these personages command 
the highest respect and reverence. He promises to take notice 
of other faults and imperfections in the municipal system at 
Benares in due time, and hopes his suggestions will meet with 
acceptance. 


The Rohilkhund Akhbar of the 20th August has a long 
communicated article on the subject of the proposed house- 
tax in Bengal and the North-Western Provinces. The writer 
quotes the opinions of two European officers of distinction, 
whom, in. the absence of any reliable information relating to 
it, he had consulted on the subject. The first remarked | to the 
following effect :— , 


“The Government, N oe Provinoss ; Sin referred 
the question to the district authorities. subordinate to it ;. but -it- 
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is hoped it will not approve of the tax being levied while the 
income-tax continues. On the contrary, it is expected that 
it intends to abolish the several kinds of assessments which pass 
under the names of road fund, municipal and rural police 
cesses, and substitute the tax in question in lieu of them all. 
It seems that the object meant to be secured by the tax is 
that it should also provide for the maintenance of the Grand 
Trunk Roads, the expenses of which now fall on the Imperial 
revenue, although the roads are made for the benefit of the 
public. In other words, it is presumed that the proposed tax 
will supersede all the imposts now in existence, and be assessed 
in such a proportion as to cover all the local annual expenses 
of a district. Thus the tax will ensure a twofold advantage 
to Government—(1) the.cost of maintenance of the public 
roads, which, under the existing arrangements, is an unnecessary 
burden on State revenue, will be saved ; (2) the confusion and 
irregularity in accounts, consequent on the income under one 
head being spent under a different head, will be avoid 


The second gentleman’s answer: implied much the same 
thing, but he added the following suggestions :— 


“The budget of the expenditure of each district should be 
carefully prepared, and the estimated outlay apportioned among 
the several towns and villages included in the district, according 
to the means of the inhabitants, unlike the existing system, 
under which many poor people have to pay twice or thrice as 
much as their income can allow ; while not a few of the rich, 
whose actual profits cannot be known at first sight, on account 
of the complex nature of their business, pay only a part of 
what they ought to. The plan we would su ggest i is the follow- 


ing :— 


esi 


“‘ Suppose the total estimated outlay of a district to be a 
lakh of rupees, and the number of houses in it two lakhs: 
deducting the houses of the poorer population, say one lakh, 
we have 100,000 houses left, which should be assessed ‘at an 


average ‘rate-of-one rupee per house. In other words, let 
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Rs. 2 be levied from the first-class houses, or those belonging 
to wealthly mahdjans, bankers, and people driving a pros- 
perous trade; Re. 1-8-0 from the second-class houses ;' Re. 1 
from the third; 12 annas from the fourth; 8 annas from. the 
fifth; and 4 annas from the poorest, or the agricultural class. | 


“Tt is also necessary that a limit of rate be fixed beyond 
which no house can be assessed.. Another consideration 
which should not be overlooked in levying the tax in question 
is, that two classes of persons should be assessed at a higher 
rate than the rest of the population, vie. (1) the wealthy, to 
protect whose life and property the maintenance of a larger 
number of the police is necessary ; (2) the wicked and the 
seditious, to keep whom under proper control the numbers of 
the police have to be increased. This plan is well calculated 
to reduce the number of criminal cases ; for when the bad 
characters of a town have to pay a higher rate, and are assured 
that if within the year they leave off their vicious career, and 
give proofs of good conduct, they will next year be assessed at a 
moderate rate, there is every probability: of a reduction in 
crime, and, consequently, hopes of curtailment of the expendi- 
ture now incurred on the police. 


“The task of assessing on the above principle should be 
left entirely to the Collector of each District, whose local know- 
ledge will enable him so to proceed in the matter as to satisfy 
the people that just so much is levied from them as is spent 
for their comfort and security. The confidence of the people 
being thus secured, they will willingly pay the tax, instead of 
regarding it as a burden, as in the case of the existing in- 
come-tax.”’ 


The writer agrees with the views of these gentlemen, but 
suggests as a further step that a committee be formed at the 
sudder station, consisting of at least five members from each 
town, to act as representatives of their fellow-citiz ens, and. 
have the right of managing the assessment and expenditure 
of the towns to which they respectively belong. One great 
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advantage that’ will be gained by this measure will be, that in 
case the income does not cover the expenses, the —* will 
have no objection to make up the deficiency. 


The editor of the Rohilkhund Akhbdr, in reviewing the 


letter of his correspondent, says, that instead of enquiring from 
its officers the best means by which this tax may be levied, 
Government ought first to have asked them whether it would 
be agreeable to the people to substitute it in place of all other 
imposts, As this has not been done, it may be presumed that 
this burden, with which the people of Madras have already 
been saddled, is now about to make its triumphal entry into 


Hindustan, and that the discussion now goin g on is merely 
the bustle heralding its approach. 


These taxes have now been going on for many years: 
each year the levy is called by a new name, and its continu- 
ance for twelve months and no more is promised. Each year 
the people are cheated with false hopes of its removal at the 


end of that time, and district officers cajole their money out 
of them with the same tale. 


So it was last year especially. We began with a tax of 
Re. 1 per cent. . Then 14 per cent. was added, making the 
whole 23 per cent. Those officers who distinguished them- 
selves most for the energy of their exactions were praised and 
rewarded, and their example held up to others as an encour- 
agement to do likewise. The ryots were tortured and plun- 


dered ; but the district officers consoled them with the hope of 


release at the end of the year. With what difficulty the 24 
per cent. tax was levied every Collector knows. Notwithstand- 
ing that, we now have the 6 pies per rupee tax, the realization 
of which seems at present hopeless, and, in the midst of our 


trouble, comes the rumour and stir of the house-tax approach- 
ing to crown all. 


The Oudh Akhbér of the 23rd August, in stating that 
Government has not as yet published a list of the actual 


Sard eo 
oe ig 


ae 
Ox #4 Re aly 

ie! eS, F . 
Ro apy a. Uae 

ek Spee) - 
Chany LCG Reg 
Re eR. ape el ae 


( a21 ) 


expenditure for the official -year 1869-70, remarks that this kind 
of silence at a time when the income-tax forms the principal 


topic of discourse is objectionable in the extreme.’ 


The same paper, in referring to the orders of the Govern- 
ment of India on the application soliciting sanction to the 
additional charge of Rs. 886-7-0 incurred in the vaccination 
department at Dacca, wz., that expenses of the kind should 
in future be charged to the municipality, makes the following 
remark :— 


“Two great ends are served by the Government of a coun- 
try, viz., the protection of life and the protection of property. 
If the charges under the one head fall on the municipality as 


well as those under the other, for what end is the Indian land 
revenue f”’ 


The same paper has an article on the financial policy of 
the Government of India. Both the expedients—additional 
taxation and reduction of expenditure—which have been 
resorted to in order to restore an equilibrium, are condemned 
as unsuited to this country. The English, it is said, although 
they have now been established in India for upwards of three 
hundred years, appear to be still as far off as ever from under- 
standing the manners and customs of the people. Oriental 
civilization is, at any rate, older and less artificial than that of 
any country in Europe; and many things which to those 
enlightened nations appear ridiculous or censurable, are by us 
counted as essential to propriety and publiceredit. Not to speak 
of the manners and customs of particular classes or individuals, 
such fickleness and niggardliness as have been shown by Govern- 
ment are regarded by all as utterly unworthy of a ruler. The 
people of India, above all other nations, are attached to custom 
and ancestral tradition, and, when they see these thrown aside 
every day for some fresh novelty, cannot but accuse Govern- 
ment of untrustworthiness and regard merely for expediency. 


Especially in the matter of the income-tax are they unable 
to understand the action of our rulers. They neither listen to, 
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nor comprehend, the reasonings or calculations of our Finance 
Minister; they cannot understand Lord Mayo’s doubts and 
difficulties ; they are not to be persuaded of the existence even 
of a deficit, and see no prospect of failure in the prosperity of 
the country. On the contrary, it seems to them that the 


public revenues are constantly increasing; yet they get no 
respite from taxation. 


Add to this, that they hear it said that the very calculations 
upon which the existence of a deficit depends are full of errors. 
A deficiency can only occur in one of two cases: either the re- 
venue must have diminished or the expenditure increased. That 
the revenue has not diminished is certain ; and if particular in- 
dividuals are allowed to spend the public money extravagantly, 


the people have a right to complain of the extortions practised 
upon them. 


Then, as to reduction; none is made in those heads of 
expense to which all the taxpayers object, and which are con- 
demned as unnecessary by every unprejudiced person in India 
and England. The only saving that is effected is in the dis- 
charge of unfortunate dufteries and chuprassies, in paring 
allowances for pens and paper. Gentlemen in the Government 
service are requested to mend their own quills, to rule their 
nagshas themselves, to be careful not to give too much paper to 
their dockets, to use Serampore instead of English foolscap. If 
the English only knew how mean and miserable all this petty 
parsimony seems in the eyes of their subjects! And what real 
reduction of expenditure is there after all? If we were to set 
side by side the small savings obtained by the discharge of these 
humble, but useful, Government servants, and the extra trouble, 
delay, and irritation which their absence entails upon the officers 
of Government, the former would seem to be dearly bought. 


It is a matter of the greatest surprise and concern to us 
that, in the face of such a failure in the finances, the only 
measures which could effect a real saving and reduction are 
‘not resorted to—measures,‘too, which would: command. the 
approval and secure the advantage of all the Natives of India. 
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First, why are not more Hindustanis apiolasted to high 
offices ? Every day we see testimonies to’ their ability and 
integrity. Why should not they be entertained at a half or a 
third of the expense for the performance of those duties which 
are now entrusted to Europeans? and this at a time when 
those for whose benefit all this foreign material is got together 
are dissatisfied and complaining. 


There are hundreds of offices the duties of which these 
able and trustworthy Hindustanis could perform a thousand 
times better than the English competitioners, fresh from school, 
to whom they are committed—could perform, too, at a much 
less expense to the State. There is at this moment an Act of 
Parliament authorizing such a measure; why is it not resorted 


to, and the importation of highly-paid inefficients from Eng- 
land put a stop to? 


Then, again, why are not salaries reduced now that offi- 
cers can get to and from Europe in so much shorter atime and. 
for so much legs expense, and all European articles, which. 
formerly cost large sums, are now almost as cheap as in Eng- 
land itself? All expenses of travel are less 5, and the facilities 
greater. 


If it were not for prejudice and partiality of race, no one 
could deny that well-educated and enlightened Hindustanis 
would administer justice and rule the country far better than 
the vulgar persons who are now sent out to be our rulers. 


It may be said that if salaries were reduced the Euro- 
pean officers could not maintain themselves. To this the 
simple answer is, that every man accommodates his wants to 
his means. Do not the English think that we Hindustanis 
would like as well as they to keep horses and carriages, and 
wear fine clothes, and live in elegant houses, and give our’ 
children an expensive education? If: we had the. money, we 
would do as they do: now that we have not got it, we do 
without. 
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| Another calamity that has fallen upon the:people of: India — 
is the substitution of English for Native troops. The-duties: 
that were formerly performed by the sepoy for Rs. 6 a month 
now eost the State Rs. 50 or Rs. 60. This misfortune was the 
fruit of the fateful (qudratt) mutiny of 1857, which blotted out 
the memory of all the great. deeds of the Native army from 
the beginning of its existence until now. All the services 
which have raised English rule to its present strength and 
splendour { this mere accidental revolt ( utifagtya baghdwat) put. 
entirely out of mind, and made the very name of a sepoy 
detested and abhorred. Did the Irish or Scotch never rebel in 
like manner against the English rule? and were such measures 
as these ever enforced against them ? 


Men of England! have compassion upon the Natives of. 
India. God has committed them to your hands, and given you 
the duty of ruling and protecting them. For all your incom- 
parable wisdom, and experience and knowledge of men, you 
have not yet learnt how to conciliate the loyalty, and appreci- 
ation , and affection of your subjects. 


~The Najm-ul-Akhbdr of the 24th August praises re 
heniel and truthful dealings of Ak J&n, a Delhi merchant, 
who deals in silk and articles made of lace and gold-thread, 
and says that last year he was assessed to pay a tax of 
Rs. 100; but as his profits during the year exceeded his 
Je utmost expectations, he voluntarily paid Rs. 500 instead of 
the Rs. 100. This year the Deputy Commissioner has assessed 
him at Rs. 1,500, and most people think him a: fool for his 
candour last: year. But to set down honesty to folly, remarks 
the editor, 3 1s the part of fools, and the merchant’s example 
should be imitated by. others. If actually true, it is worthy 
of .being long remembered ; but if a mere rumour, it is at 
any rate isildhiitielh atl 


The. Safte--Star of. India of the same date omerts theit ‘fn 
eonsequence:of the washing away of the embankment of the 
River Gandak, the districts of Champaran and Tirhoot. have 
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bedomé one sheet ‘of: ‘water, and ‘houges, ‘Villages, _— — 
have suffered. greatly from the. inundation. Peres, eels roy 


* ‘The Almal-ul-Akhbér of the same date relates: a curious 
incident said to have happened at a distance of ten kos from’ 
Agra. The water of a reservoir attached toa well was one 
morning seen boiling of itself, which attracted the: attention 
of the people in the neighbourhood. The Brahmans on 
hearing of the incident rejoiced at it, giving out that the 
Ganges had made her appearance there. This news. dréw 
a crowd of people to the spot, ‘who began to worship the God~ 
dess, burn perfumes, and present the customary offerings. 
Some cooked rice in the water, and on tasting the dish asserted. 
that it had-acquired an odour much like that of cardamoms. 
Lepers, maimed, crippled, and diseased persons resorted to.the 
place to bathe in the water, believing it to be the fountain of 
health. The reservoir has flooded the surrounding country, and 
numbers of travellers from Dhaulpore, Bhartpore, and other 
places , Visit the spot of supposed sanctity to wash i in he sacred 
water. 


_ The Benares Akhbdr. of the 25th August. reports several 
cases of theft and robbery which have recently occurred in 
Benares. The most glaring of these happened on the 22nd 
August. The doors of five houses were broken open in the close 
vicinity of the kotw&li. ‘‘ Excellent indeed,” “says the editor, 
‘is the management of the police!” | 


The Lawrence Gazette of the 26th August says that a 
traveller from Nynee Tal to Kala Doongee, who had with him 
two mules laden with cloth and other articles, was robbed 
nd murdered’ on the road by a party of several men. The 
same thing occurred last month. ae 


EDUCATIONAL 


a The (Shola-i-Tiir of the 23rd August says, that, in conse 
quence of the reductions all the zillah schools in the Punjab 
but three have been closed. The three are those at Amritsar, 
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-Jahore, and Délhi. - In place of those closed, schools of % 
lower class have been. substituted, “Students desirous of acquir+ 
ing education of a higher standard will have to attend one of 


the three zillah schools that remain, a and will probably receive a 
stipend. Boarding-houses will also be opened in connection 
with these schools for the use of sil from other districts at- 
tending them. os oe 


The same paper says that Mr. Oldham, Ma gistrate of 
Ghazeepore, takes great interest in the schools of that city, and 


has: told. the. Headmaster of the Victoria School to send to 


him the cleverest boys of the school to learn office-work in his 
kutcherry, with a view to their being employed when vacan- 
¢les occur. The boys highly approve the measure, 


The Oudh Akhbér of the same date notices the strikin g-off 
from the rolls of the Normal School, Lucknow, of the names 
of forty pupil-teachers. The writer does not know the reason 
of this, but, judging from appearances, thinks it may be in 


contemplation to admit in their place men brought up in Hindi 
and Sanscrit. 


The Najm-ul-Akhbér of the 24th August asserts that in the 
Panj Sb Educational Department little or no attention is paid. 
to the study of Persian. The students of the upper classes of 
the schools there are said to be worse taught in that language 
than the lower pupils of indigenous schools; a fact sufficiently 
borne out by the results of the late Panjab University examin- — 

ation, in which the best scholars of the achools 4 in the district 
had taken part. 


_ The editor thinks Government ought to give at least ai 
much attention to Persian as to English i in its schools, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Saftr-i-Star of India of the 24th August praises 
Lalas Manik Chand and Sélig Ram, merchants of Mirzapore, 


for constructing an excellent tank on the road to a cate 
at a cost of Rs. 24,000. eee 
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The Akmal-ul-Akhbd¢ of the same date states that the young 


Mahfraja of Kapurthala has offered the sum of Rs. 25,000 


to be devoted to the perpetuation of the memory of Sir D. F. 
McLeod, late Lieutenant-Governor of the Panjab. | 


The Al lygurh Institute Gazette of the 26th Au gust states 
that the works of public utility constructed by private indivi- 
duals at their own expense in the Muttra District during the 
past year cost Rs. 5,100. A bridge erected by Réja Prithi 
Singh, near Awa, alone cost Rs. 1,500. — 


The following Vernacular newspapers have been examined 


in this report, VIZ, -— 
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| | Wusre Pos- | 
No. Name. : LISHED. DatE. | carved. 
| 1870. | 1870. 

1: seat, soe | — | Augt. Ist | Augt. 27th 
2 | Vidya Vilas, ove | JAMMU ‘e 6th 31st 

3 Goals Gazette, ons | Gwalior, “| 2 ol  «Fth. r 25th 

4 | Kavi Bachan Sudhkd, ... | Benares, oi a» eS » 29th 

5 ! Akhbdr-i- Alam, eee | Meerut, eee 9? Lith ” 30th 

6 | Meerut Gazette, geo Ditto, vee 9 13th . oe 27th 

7 | Gwalior Gazette, con | Gwalior, “at hh. » . 25th 

8 ) M dlwa Akhbar 9 eco | Indore, ee0e ” 17th yy 25th 

9 | Natyer-:-Akbar, »» | Bijnour, it » » 25th 
10 Rohilkhund Akhbér, ... | Muradabad, ... » 2th; ,. 27th 
11 | Gwalor Gazette, eee | Gwalior, —t 2 oe »  Slst 
12 2 Ka ar namah, eee | Lucknow, eee 99 22nd 99 25th : 
18 | Mérwér Gazette, eo | Jodhpore, ..} ,, 22nd » dist 
14 {1 Shola-i-Tir, oe | Cawnpore, —_ «se » 28rd » 27th 
15 | Nasim-i-Jaunpore, Th | Jaunpore, a | 99 23rd | 9 27th 
16 4 Oudh Akhbar , eee } Lucknow, ee6 | 99 23rd 99 30th 
17 Jalwa-i- Tir, | oa Meerut, - @8e ” 23rd | >. 30th 
18 | Khazr Khwdh-i-Panjb, Gujaranwalla, ... » 24th | ,, 29th 
19 | Safir-i-Star of India, ... | =. ol oo «624th |g, | 29th 
90 Akmal-ul-Akhbdr, 7 ae Delhi, | ieee See ” gad 24th. ao | eee, a 
2) Najm-ul- Akhbar, ... | Meerut, ae » 24th} ,,\ 30th 
23 | Benares Akhbar, .» | Benares, ee » 2th! ,. 30th 
24 Nai yir-t-Akbar, | «| Bijnour, «| » 2th|{ 4, 3st 
25 ‘Alygu . stabil saat } allygurh, we] » 26th] ,, 30th 
26 Lawrence Gazette, | Meerut, a. » 26th] ,, 30th 
27 Rapp 4 on Social Science } Jaipore, | occ | 9 26th 99 sist 
28 aoe Gazette, .«.» | Meerut, eee | on 27th. 9°: +=Slst 
: ALLAHABAD : : SOHAN LAL, ee 
The 7th September, 1870. Offg. Govt. Reporter, Vernatylar Press, 
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